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Note to Coordinating Editors of all Cochrane Review Groups

National Institute for Health Research/Department of Health Cochrane Review Incentive Scheme 2010

Background

1. For the past six years, the Department of Health in England has funded an annual scheme whereby small incentive payments (in almost all cases of £5,000) were offered to Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs) for preparing key new or updated Cochrane reviews by agreed dates. Over the six years, 113 awards have been made.

2. The Department recognises that these awards are insufficient to meet the full costs of conducting reviews. They are intended to be applied at the discretion of Co-ordinating Editors in ways that will facilitate and possibly accelerate activity that is already planned or underway.

Scope of the 2010 Scheme

3. We expect to make up to 20 further awards of £5,000 during 2010 (though, in very exceptional cases, a higher incentive payment may be agreed).

4. Co-ordinating Editors may nominate for incentive awards:

· review updates; and
· new reviews in progress or ready to commence.
Nominating candidate reviews and review updates 
5. Co-ordinating Editors of all CRGs (not only those whose editorial bases are within the UK, although priority may be given to reviews with an author or editorial base in the UK) are now invited to nominate up to three new reviews or review updates that they consider are of importance (see below) and for which they consider the award of an incentive payment would lead to completion of work at a significantly earlier time
.

6. Nominations must be received in electronic form by Mike Clarke at the UK Cochrane Centre by 5pm Friday 17 September 2010 (mclarke@cochrane.co.uk). Attached to this paper is a simple proforma that must be used for each nomination. Late proposals and proposals that fail to adhere to the proforma or word limit will not be considered.

7. In the ‘scientific/policy justification’ section of the form, you should write up to 200 words to help a scientific panel to understand the potential impact of the review topic within the UK healthcare system. Information on the following is particularly helpful to the panel:

· the number of patients affected by the clinical condition and/or intervention being reviewed;

· the degree of uncertainty that exists in the absence of an up-to-date systematic review, and the ‘cost’ to policy and practice of operating in the face of such uncertainty;

· the likelihood of a review assisting or changing policy or practice;

· the identified need for a review by policy makers or health care commissioners; 

· the likely importance and priority that would be given to the topic by consumers, such as patients and their carers, and their involvement in the review; and

· an estimate of the number and size of the studies that are likely to be considered for inclusion in the review (for review updates, give information on the additional studies).

Selection of reviews and review updates for incentive awards
8. The UK Cochrane Centre will collate all responses to this call for proposals and a scientific panel will then recommend to the NIHR which proposals should be offered incentive awards. Decisions are likely to be made in October. In all cases, a date by which the review or review update must be completed and submitted to The Cochrane Library will be agreed as a condition of the award, and will reflect the needs of the NIHR or others for the review or review update. The latest date to be agreed is likely to be 31st October 2011, ie a maximum of one year after the awards are notified.

9. A further condition of the award will be that a pre-publication version of the review or review update is made available upon completion and prior to publication on The Cochrane Library. The pre-publication version may be used to inform policy work but will not be circulated more widely.

Administration

10. Award payments will be made upon completion of the review or review update (if this is by the agreed completion date
). Wherever possible, payments will be made to the host institution of the Co-ordinating Editor or to an institution within the UK (which could be the host institution of another of the CRG’s editors or a lead author).

Enquiries

11. Any enquiries relating to this scheme should be referred either to Mike Clarke, Director of the UK Cochrane Centre (mclarke@cochrane.co.uk), or to Sally Bailey (S.E.Bailey@southampton.ac.uk) - (with ‘Cochrane Incentive Scheme’ in the subject/title field please).
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NOMINATION OF REVIEW TOPIC

Name of Cochrane Review Group:

Name of Co-ordinating Editor:

Name/location of Co-ordinating Editor’s host institution:

E-mail address for correspondence:

Title of Cochrane review or review update:

Lead author:

Name/location of lead author’s host institution:
Scientific/policy justification for review/review update (max 200 words):

[See paragraph 7 in the description of the scheme for criteria that you should consider when writing a justification.]

Reason(s) why an incentive payment would facilitate or accelerate completion of this work (max 100 words):










� These must not be reviews or review updates covered by NHS Cochrane Programme Grant Scheme or Cochrane-NHS Engagement awards.


� It will be extremely unusual for extensions of agreed deadlines to be allowed.
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